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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM BOOLA BARDIP — AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.06 pm]: Madam Speaker, 
I would like to bring to your attention the seven major awards won by the magnificent new Western Australian 
Museum Boola Bardip in the last fortnight—seven major awards! Although this should come as no surprise to anyone 
who has visited this outstanding Western Australian government–funded Museum, it is absolutely appropriate that 
the house recognises this outstanding achievement created for the benefit of all Western Australians. 
The first award went to Western Australian Museum chief executive officer, Alec Coles, OBE, who won the 
Arts and Culture Western Australian of the Year. This award recognises his outstanding achievement in leading the 
development of the new Museum, Boola Bardip. Less than a week later, last week, the WA Museum Boola Bardip 
won six major awards. Boola Bardip won three prestigious national industry awards, MAGNAs, which stands for 
Museums and Galleries National Awards. Boola Bardip won top prizes in its category for best permanent gallery or 
fit-out, best audience engagement project and best research project. The best gallery fit-out was for all eight permanent 
new galleries in the Museum that share the amazing stories of Western Australia and its people. The audience 
engagement award was for the six-year statewide engagement program that saw more than 54 000 people provide 
their thoughts about the stories and programs they wanted to see in this new Museum. The award-winning 
research project called “Sharing Stories” was a collaborative effort that explored what it means to be a refugee in 
Western Australia. It resulted in a series of short films and some truly magnificent and amazing content in the 
Museum’s Connections gallery, which is dedicated to exploring migrant issues. If that does not impress you, 
Madam Speaker, on Friday, the Museum won three architecture awards. 
I further wish to inform the house about a prestigious award bestowed upon the Wadjemup Museum on Rottnest Island 
last week, also at the MAGNAs. The museum refurbishment project, which included renaming the facility 
Wadjemup Museum, won the 2021 award for permanent exhibition or gallery fit-out for a project budget between 
$150 000 and $500 000. Rottnest Island is an exceptionally significant and rich cultural heritage landscape and 
the museum is a hub for sharing its diverse stories, past and present. The new museum promotes reconciliation 
and cross-cultural education through the inclusion of innovative Aboriginal curation and content, including an 
acknowledgement of the imprisonment of the state’s First Peoples on the island. The renaming of the museum in 
honour of the island’s first name, Wadjemup, recognises the Whadjuk Noongar people as the traditional owners 
and celebrates the future we are committed to building together. 
The Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip is an exceptional public museum, as is the Wadjemup Museum on 
Rottnest Island. I congratulate all those involved in both projects, creating museums that every Western Australian 
can and should be proud of.  
The SPEAKER: Minister for Culture and the Arts, I cannot begin to tell you how impressed I am by those 
achievements and awards. 
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